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Good morning, I’m Anna Clary and today I will be introducing you to my public work
ELECTREECITY which you will be able to find on Main Street in Houston, TX.

I’d really like to start from the very beginning

So, when I first started this project, I was really looking at the disconnect that children
today have with nature and I really wanted to emphasize the overpowering of
electricity over nature.

So I ideated quite a bit and settled on a few key elements. The tree structure, of
course, is the main subject, serving as the representative of nature, then there is the
tire swing television, representing the action of play, and the hanging lightbulbs, just
another emphasis of electricity - and if we move on...

To visualization...

So, here is the final diagram. It is about 13 feet high, 7 inches wide - very lifesize

Here is the maquette of the piece

Alright so. With this piece, there will be two changing stages. The middle image is the
beginning - the electricity stage - which then fades into the third image there - the
nature stage. Both of these together will only last about three minutes.

I decided to keep the transition so short because this is a city and it is fast paced and
I really wanted everyone to get the chance to witness both stages. So here is the
beginning, the lights are on and the television is playing typical tv shows. Then, after
1:30, it transitions into the nature aspect. The lights shut down and the television now
shows children playing outside. This, is the reintrouction of nature over electricity.

Alright, jumping into the narrative

The overall main purpose of this piece is to insert nature back into a completely
electrified city and really remind passerbys that nature is still out there and it is still
important to thrive in it.

So for location, I picked Houston because, compared to the national average, it does
have the highest utility bills in the nation. Now i realize that is probably because of air
conditioning, but there is still plenty of neon signs and electric rail cars to go around.
And besides, air conditioning still means you’re inside instead of out.

As for traffic, it will mostly be seen by foot, car, and by the bus across the street. The
most effective, however, will be foot traffic becuase they will actually be able to stop
and watch both stages of the piece unfold.

Materials. I didn’t realize there were as many types of power line wire as there is, but I
picked ACSR because I believe it is the most recognizable as a power line and it is
sturdy. It will have energy saving lightbulbs becuase they are long lasting, as well as
weatherproof television cases. I don’t want it to break the first day it rains. And of
course a standard tire becuase it is recognizable as a tire swing.

I wanted to keep this work really abstract because it is about the obstruction of nature
and the masking that electricity places over the natural form.

The lightbulbs and televsion must be energy efficient because if they’re not, I will be
such a hypocrite.and maybe itll serve as inspiration to switch to effecicent bulbs, who
knows.

So my overall reasoning.

I grew up in the middle of nowhere and I played outside, with tire swings even. And I
do believe this next generation, as well as people today, are really going to miss out
on that imaginative experience that is so crucial to a creative life. And it is just plain
healthy. Psychologically and biologically to be outside, with trees is important for your
bod.

Alright, so, there are plenty of artists that deal with this nature crisis and one of them
that stood out to me was an environmentalist group called Robin Wood. Now, they
really deal with the destruction of nature, which is not quite my message, but there is
definitely a “nature to Life” comparison that really stands out in these works and I
think my project definitely has a life quality and really stresses the importance of that
element.

So, to wrap up, this public work will serve as much needed awareness for this city
and I think, with your help, we can make ELECTREECITY happen and electricity not
happen. Thank you.

